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REPORT  OR  THE  J/EDICAL  OR5TGER  OF  -HEALTH 


and 

THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


FCe  THE  YEAR  1939 


TO  THE  chairman  ML  MEBffiERS 
of  fhe 

BILLINGE-aND-ViHNSTANLEY  urban  district  COUNCIL. 


Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  twenty-eighth  Annual  Report, 
incorporating  the  fourteenth  ihinual  Report  of  the  Public  Health 
Inspector,  on  the  Health  and  Sanit.ary  condition  of  your  district 
in  1959 o 

As  in  previous  years  it  has  been  compiled  in  the  manner 
indicated  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular. 

I wish  to  thank  you  for  the  very  kind  interest  taken  in 
matters  affecting  health  and  sanitation  of  the  district.  I 
would  also  like  to  extend  my  thanks  to  other  members  of  the 
Staff  for  their  valuable  assistance  during  the  year. 

I am,  Mr,  Chairman,  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully, 
J.  S.  MATHER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  AREA 


■ Area  in  acres '4-, 596 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 

end  of  1959,  according  to  the  rate  books.,  2,051 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  £58,381 

Sum  Represented  by  a penny  rate  £243. 

Registrar-General ’ s estimate  of  resident 
population  mid-1959  «.  ••  »»  ••  6,540 


The  most  remarkable  and  transforming  featijre  in  the  local 
scene  is  the  maintained  pace  of  building  development,  especially 
in  the  hands  of  the  private  building  speculators.  New  estates 
are  coming  into  "being  concurrently  in  many  parts  and  yet  the 
demand  is  not  assuaged.  The  towns  indeed  are  encroaching  at 
an  accelerated  rate  and  it  would  be  difficulty  if  desirable, 
to  stem  the  tide.  Some  control  how^ever  is  exercised  by  the 
Town  and  Coijntry  Planning  Authority  to  preserve  some  of  the 
choicest  agrarian  featiores.  Sufficient  land  has  already  been 
approved  by  the  Oouncil  and  the  Planning  Authority  for  the 
erection  of  45G  houses  by  private  builders.  The  establishment 
of  a pharmacy  among  other  shops  to  meet  the  requirements  of 
this  growing  population,  though  long  overdue  appears  now  in 
actual  prospect. 


No  change  in  the  industries  of  the  district  is  to  be. 
observed.  Most  residents  travel  outside  the  area  to  find 
employment,  though  brick  and  terra-cotta  manufacture,  agricul- 
tijire,  stone  quarrying  and  coal  mining,  including  opencast 
operations,  still  absorb  a section  of  the  male  population 
locally,  and  hospital  laundry,  kitchen  and  v/ard  v/ork  some  of 
the  female.  Unemployment  remained  at  a minimum. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total  Male  Female 
92  48  44 

4 2 2 

96  50  46 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  of  the  district  - crude'  14.7' 

adjusted  I5.O 


Other  Live  Birth  Statistics  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
comparison:- 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  births  in  district 
during  1958 

91 

45 

46 

Live  birth  rate  per  1 , 000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population  for  1958 

- cnade 

adjusted 

14.3 

15.3 

2 


Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1959  - 16.5 


Still  Births 

Total 

Male  Female 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

_ _ 

Rate  per  1,000  to.tal  (live  and 

still)  births 

- 10.5 

Rate  per  1,,000  (live  and  still 
in  England  and  Wales 

births).. 

- 20.7 

DEATHS 

Total 

Male  Female 

. , V 

96 

55  45 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 

crude 

adjusted 

14.7 

12.5 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1959 

11.6 

Maternal  deaths'  (including:  abortion) 

Deaths  Death  rate  per  1,000 
total  live  and  still 
births  


Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  Nil 


Nil 


Other  maternal  causes 


Nil 


Nil 


Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  - Nil. 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  a^’e 


Death  of  infants  under  one 
year  of  age 

Le gitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

Male 

Female 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  - Nil 
Legitimate  infant  mortality  rate  - Nil 
Illegitimate  infant  mortality  rate  - Nil 


Number  of  infantile  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  England 
and  Wales  in  1959  - 22.0 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  Total 

Deaths  of  infants  lunder 
4 weeks  of  age i 

Legitimate  Nil 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 

Mortality  rate  in  England  and  Wales 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

Mortality  rate  - Nil. 


Male  Female 

Nil  Nil 
Nil  Nil 

Nil 

15»8 


Malignant  Growths 

Mortality  rate  - 1,85  Pei*  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 


Mortality  rate  in  England  and  V/ales  - 2,14  per  1,000. 
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SECTION  B 


General  I^ovisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  ilrea 

(a)  Laboratory  Eacilities 

Although  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  forward  any 
specimens  for  examination  during  the  year,  laboratory 
facilities  are  provided  as  follov»/si- 

Pathological  specimens  submitted  to  Wigan  Infirmary. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at  Liverpool 
City  Laboratories 

Chemical  ihialysis  carried  out  at  the  Liverpool  City  Laboratories. 

(b)  Ambulance  Eacilities 

Prompt  and  efficient  service  has . been  maintained  day  end 
nigiht  by  the  County  Ambulance  organisation  (telephone  namber 
Wigan  55151) • Patients  may  be  conveyed  to _ hospital  by 
ambulance  or  sitting-case  cars,  as  appropriate,  ilrrmgements 
are  usually  made  through’ the  doctor  or  nurse  responsible, 
but  in  an  emergency,  the  ambulance  is  av'^ilable_,  as  required  _ 
on  dialling  999* 

( c ) Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  is  abninistered  by  tho 
Lancashire  County  Councfl.  District  N^orses  usually  act  on 
the  instruction  of  Doctors.  Those  working  in  the  area 
during  the  year  weret- 


Mrs.  D.  M,  Eow'les 

Telephone  niumber 

Billinge  268 

Mrs.  M.  Worthington 

u ;! 

Wigan  82668 

Mrs.  A.  Eairhurst 

?!  ?! 

"Wigan  82408 

Tribute  is  due  once  again  to  their  devoted  service  to  the 
patients  and  wholehearted  co-operation  with  the  Medical 
Practitioners  by  whom  they  are  especially  appreciated. 

Home  Help 

Organised  and  controlled  by  the  County  Council,  this 
service  is  administered  locally  b:/"  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  (telephone  number  Wigan  44208)  to  whose 
department  appropriate-  representations  should  be  made. 

During  the  year,  tho  scheme  fulfilled  its  role  adequately 
for  the  assistance  of  the  elderly  and  infirm -at  home. 

No  particular  difficulty  was  encountered.  V/ith  a growing 
p-opulation  this  provision  ad  11  become  of  increasing 
importance,  especially  by  way  of  relieving  tho  pressure  on 
hospital  accornmndation  for  the  chronic  sick. 

The  Health  Visitors 

Primarily  responsible  for  the  after-care  and  guidance 
of  mothers  with  newly  born  children,  these  nurses  have^also 
contributed  flexibly  to  many  other  aspects  of  the  Public 
Health  and  National  Health  Services  within  the  domestic 
sphere.  Their  liaison  is  much  esteemed. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery,  is  encouraged  wlierever  feasible. 

By  and  large  the  hospitals  cater  for  first  pregnancies, 
elderly  multiparee  , complicated  cases,  and  those'  v.dth 
inadequate' domestic  facilities.  Nurse  Ash all,  (telephone 
number  Billinge  352),  the  local  midwife,  attends  most  of^those 
delivered  at  home.  In  a total  of  96  births  in  the  district, 
she  attended  23  of  the  25  domiciliar;/  causes. 
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(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  - No  chsnge 

Child  Welfare 

llie  local  Clinic  imder  the  Ccjinty  Control  is  held  in  the 
Billinge  Conservative  Clnb  every  Tuesday  afternoon  between  2.0  p.m, 
and  4.50  p.m.  -Mothers  are  encouraged  to  attend  with  their 
children  under  school  age  and  guidance  is  given  on  general 
upbringing-,  with  advice  on  minor  ailments.  Baby  foods  are  also 
made  available  at  reduced  prices  on  the  Medical  Officer’s 
recommendations. 

( e ) • Hospitals 

The  all  embracing  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Scheme 
continued  to  extend  the  scope  of  hospitals  available  to  local 
patients.  Nevertheless,  the  majority  receive  their  treatment, 
whether  as  inpatients  or  out-patients,  at  one  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  V/igan  and  Leigh  Group.  A minority  go  to  the’ St,  Helens 
Hospitals.  Special  cases  have  treatment  in  Manchester  or 
Liverpool  Hospitals.  • Infectious  cases  requiring  hospital 
isolation  are  usually  tr.ansported  to  Ylhellej, 

SECTION  C 

SANIT-ARY  CIRCUiyBTAJ^TCES  OF  THE  /lEEA: 

(1)  Water 

As  a constituent  of  the  nev/ly  formed  St.  Helens  Water  Board, 
the  district  continued  to  be  furnished  with  a full  and  adequate  v/ater 
supply  throughout  a year  of  exceptional  drought.  No  local  restriction 
was  imposed  and  no  complaint  was  made.  The  water  of  the  upland  surface 
type,  derived  mainly  from  the  Rivington  aqueduct  to  Liverpool,  v/as 
generally  wholesome  and  no  sampling  was  ^undertaken  by  this  Local 
Authority.  A private  source  was  however  examined  chemically  v/ith 
■lunf avourable  di sclosiures. 

Extensions  of  the  water  mains  w'ere  made  only  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  housing  developments.  At  the  close  of  the  year  it 
was  estimated  that  2,051  dv/ellings,  with  a population  of  6,550} 
were  connected  to  the  public  mains  and  tw'O  only  containing  seven 
persons,  in  a remote  part,  excluded  therefrom, 

(2)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Modern  installations  at  both  ends  of  the  district,  replacing  the 
obsolete  broad  irrigation  methods  of  sewage  disposal  obtaining 
previously,  have  been  in  operation  throughout  the  year,  Natijrally  it 
w/as  expected  that  this  expensive  venture  w'ould  provide  the  ultimate 
remedy  to  a long  'Standing  embarrassment,  but  unfortunately  wliile  this 
is  the  case  at  the  Northern  Field,  there  has  been  no  end  of  trouble 
at  the  Lyme  Vale  Site,  where  unsatisfactory  effluents  seep  from 
choked  filtration  beds.  The  insistent  complaints  of  the  Rivers 
Board  have  regularly  reminded  the  Comcil  of  the  defection  and  the 
incontrovertible  conclusion  now  is  that  there  has  been  a fundamental 
error  of  construction,  to  which  allusion  was  made  last  year.  The 
responsible  parties  are  therefore  being  called  to  account. 

In  the  Pemberton  Road  area  where  the  sewers  drain  into  the 
Wigan  system,  all  is  ■'well. 

With  regard  to  the  small  isolated  hamlet  at  Kings  Moss, 
nothing  constructive  can  yet  be  reported  or  -anticipated.  Fortunately, 
building  development  in  this  part  is  negligible. 

During  the  year,  65  new  houses  and  5 existing  hoijses  were 
connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 

(3)  Rivers  and  Streams 

There  is  no  industrial  pollution  of  .any  watercourse  and  the 
sew'erage  danger  should  soon  be  eradicated. 
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(4)  Sarxitary  Provisions 

The  Comcil  is  intent  on  redoubling  the  efforts  towards 
the  abolition  of  all  privy  middens.  This  c omm end able  objective 
could  perhaps  be  better  promoted  if  the  £?«  grao-t  were  increased 
to  bear  comparison  with  the  contemporary  standards  of  improve- 
ment grants  ■'Jinder  the  later  Acts.  Even  so  the  wisdom,  of  converting 
at  much  public  expense  where  the  whole  property  is  shortly  liable 
for  demolition  may  be  questioned.  There  has  been  an  average  of 
10  pri\7y  middens  converted  per  year  since  1953->  Unless  some 


other  means  is  resorted  to,  many  years  wall 
see  the  end  of  these  medieval  amenities. 

elapse  before  w'e 

Closet  Accommodation 

1959 

1958 

Number  of  Privy  Middens 

133 

145 

Number  of  closets  attached  to 
these  middens 

185 

201 

Niomber  of  pail  closets 

4 

4 

Number  of  dry  ashpits 
(excluding  middens) 

2 

2 

Number  of  moveable  ashbins 

1,611 

1,541 

Number  of  houses  on  water 
carriage  system 

1,762 

1,695 

Number  of  Fresh  water  closets 

2,060 

1,998  ■ 

N^omber  of  waste  water  closets 

Nil 

Nil 

(5)  Public  Cleansing 

Disinfestation 

Woodw'orm  (ikiobi‘'jim  punctatiom)  continued  to  be  prevalent. 

Ten  houses  were  treated  during  the  year.  The  Co’ijincil  will 
recall  that  in  the  Deport  for  1958?  I drew  attention  to  the 
increase  of  this  pest  which  is  probably  due  to  the  large  amount 
of  second-hand  and  unseasoned  timber  which  was  used,  in  the 
construction  of  houses  just  after  the  War. 

Cockroaches  (Blatta  orientalis)  seem  to  be  on  the  wane, 
four  houses  being  treated  dijiring  the  7)7-ear. 

(6)  Rodent  Control 


One  part-time  operator  continued  to  w^ork  on  rodent  ■ 
control. 

The ^ f ollowdng  abstract  from  the  Annual  Report  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agricultuj?e , Fisheries  and  Food,  indicates 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the  9 
months  ended  Jlst  December,  1959. 
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lype  of  Property 
N on- Agr ic ult'Liral  " " 


(1) 

(2) 

( 3) 

(4) 

(5) 

D’v'.  elling 

All  Other 

Total  of 

Local 

Houses 

(inc  ludilng 

Colijimns 

Agri- 

Authority 

inc  ludin  g 

Business 

(1)  (2) 

cultuTral 

Council 

Premises) 

and 

Houses 

(3) 

1. 

Number  of  properties 

in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

3 

2,034 

40 

2,099 

46 

2. 

Number  of  properties 

inspected  as  a 
result  ofi- 

(a)  Notification 

(b)  Survey  under 

— 

52 

2 

54 

— 

the  Act 

5 

127 

82 

214 

— 

(c)  Otherwise 
(e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some 
other  purpose  ; 

242 

242 

3. 

Total  inspections 

carried  out 

inc luding  re- 
inspections 

30 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4. 

Number  of 

properti es 

inspected  (in 

Sec.  11)  which 

?;ere  found  t.o  be 
infested  byr- 

(a)  Rats  Major 

Rats  Minor 

4 

92 

2 

98 

- 

(b)  Mice  Major 

— 

— 

— 

Mice  Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Nijmber  of  infested 

' 1 

properties  in 

Sect.  IV  treated 

by  the  L.A. 

4 

92 

2 

98 

6 , 

Total  treatments 

carried  out 
including  re- 
treatments 

16 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Number  of  Block 
control  schemes 

carried  out 

2 

— 

— 

- 

- 

In  one  area  of  the  district  - Winstanley,  isolated  cases  of 
rats  have  been  prevalent  and  this  is  considered  to  be  due  to  the 
operations  of  opencast  raining  in  the  area. 

Private  dwelling  houses  are  still  treated  free  of  charge,  put. business 
premises  are  charged  for  treatment  on  a time  aiid  material  basis. 

During  the  year  t’.'o  deep  mines  were  re-treated. 

No  legal  proceedings  v;ore  taken  under  the  Prevention  of  damage  by 
pests  Act  dTiring  the  year. 
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( 7 )  Refuse  Collection 


The  refuse  collection  service  continued  to  operate 
satisfactorily  during  the  year,  six  men  being  employed  full 
time. 


The  present  vehicle  a Karrier  Gamecock,  10  cubic  yards 
capacity  is  in  its  fourth  year,  but  mth  the  continual  growth 
of  the  district,  a second  vehicle  is  under  consideration. 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  from  dustbins  provided  by  the 
ovner-occupier.  A regij.lar  weekly  collection  was  maintained 
during  the  year.,  apart  from  two  weeks  holidays  taken  in  July 
and  September.  The  difficulty  o|  obtaining  adequate  and 
suitable  labour  for  this  heavy  ^d  ■•mpleasant  ^-'ork  is  still 
apparent. 

Ciar  present  tip  at  Winstanley  Road  continues  to  prove 
adequate  - and  we  have  maintained  the  tip  in  a very  satisfactory 
form.  The  greatest  pest  of  couxse  is  rats  and  the  tip  has  been 
treated  four  times  during  the  year  with  bait  and  insecticide 
as  a precaution  against  rodent  and  insect  infestations. 

Privy  Middens  continued  to  be  emptied  systematically,  but 
to  me  it  is  becoming  more  apparent  that  the  Council  will  have 
to  adopt  more  drastic  steps  in  order  to  red^jce  the  number  of 
these  unhealthy  and  unsite ly  erections. 

(8)  Shops  and  Offices 

The  Public  Health  Officer  continued  to  act  as  Shop 
Inspector  on  behalf  of  the  Lancashire  Ccjiit;^^  Co^uncil  ■'under  the 
Shops  Act,  1950?  which  deals  v/ith  ventilation,  temperature  of 
shops  etc.  66  inspections  were  made. 

The  shops  v/ere  visited  under  the  Public  Hygiene 
Regiulations  and  if  was  foiund  that  two  shops  have  not  yet  come 
up  to  standard.  However  of  these  two,  one  is  due  for  considera- 
tion for  demolition,  whilst  the  other,  a small  Co-operative 
Society  shop  is  being  wo‘'UQd  up. 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1950,  Offices  were  visited 
and  the  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  and  other  amenities 
inspected,  15  premises  being  visited. 

(9)  Licenced  Premises 


Regiular  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  sanitary 
accommodation  at  licenced  premises.  Sixteen  licenced  premises 
in  the  district  are  adequately  provided  ■i’'’ith  sanitary  accommo- 
dation. 

The  Clubs,  five  in  number,  have  also  satisfactory 
sanitary  arrangements.  Attention  has  also  been  given  to  the 
cleansing  and  ste:ilising  of  glasses  and  all  premises  use  a 
suitable  detergent  for  this  purpose, 

(10)  Atmospheric  Pollution 

General  observations  of  works  chimneys  w'ere  made  d-iuring 
the  year,  but  there  was  no  cause  for  complaint. 

The  attention  of  the  industrialists  in  the  district  was 
dra\m  to  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1950,  and  the 
Dark  Smoke  (Permitted  Periods)  Regulations,  1958?  which  came 
into  force  on  the  1st  June,  1958. 

(11)  Syyimming  Baths  and  Fools 

.One  private  swimming  bath  is  well  maintained,  having  its 
own  purification  plant. 
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(12)  Hairdressing:  Establishments 

There  are  now  five  hairdressing  shops  vnthin  the  Urban 
District,  all  for  females.  it  is  regretted  that  we  are 

still  without  hairclreseing  facilities  for  males. 

Qlie  Ladies’  establishments  are  modern,  fitted  with  up  to 
date  equipment  and  with  cold  water,  toilet  facilities,  etc, 
and  are  extremely  well  kept.  The  Attendants  in  the  establish- 


ments take  great  care  in  their  personal  hygiene. 

(13)  Schools 

Total  Nujnber  of  schools  in  the  district  4 

Number  of  schools  with  unsatisfactory 

yard  surfaces  Nil 

Number  of  schools  with  fresh  water  closets  4 

Number  of  schools  with  dustbins  4 

Ibomber  of  schools  supplied  v.dth  water 

from  mains  4 

Number  of  schools  with  drainage  to  public 

sewers  4 


School  meals  are  provided  at  three  of  the  schools,  one 
school  having  its  o\-?n  kitchen.  The  facilities  for  handling 
meals  at  the  two  schools  in  the  Chapel  End  of  the  district 
are  considered  satisfactory.  ' 

(14)  Offensive  Trades 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

( 15 ) Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 

(16)  Canal  Boats 

There  are  none  in  the  district. 


SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance  continued  to  be  the  major  pre-occupation 
during  the  year  and  15  houses  v;ere  demolished  in  the  process 
and  one  closed,  jinother  40  or  more  are  soon  to  follow  suit 
for  which  40  flats  are  now  in  co^jrse  of  erection  in  Beacon 
Road  (8  three  bedroom,  20  two  bedroom,  and  12  one  bedroom). 

Indeed  the  project  must  continue  for  a fe’  years  yet  in  a 
district  where  obsolescent  dv;ellings  abound  to  an  extent 
estimated  at  over  3OO.  Nevertheless  the  Coiancil  is  not 
unmindful  of  its  responsibilities  for  the  aged  and  overcrowded. 
Though  five  cases  of  overcrowding,  involving  seven  families  and 
28  persons  were  relieved  in  the  course  of  Slum  Clearance,  14 
lodgers  families  with  87  persons  and  I5  householders, 
comprising  77  persons,  remained  on  the  files  as  overcrowded 
at  the  end  of  1939.  These  applicants  await  vacancies  in  the 
older  houses  v/hen  their  priority  is  determined  on  a points 
system.  Patience  is  certainly  a virtue  here,  but  it  is  hoped 
that  some  relief  will  be  afforded  by  the  inclusion  of  old 
peoples’  bijngalows  in  the  next  housing  proposals.  The  larger 
houses  then  left  by  the  aged  can  be  allocated  to  the  overcrowded. 
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HOUSING  (Continued) 

With  regard  to  the  future,  the  Co^oncil  contemplates  a 
scheme  in  the  Higher  End  of  the  district,  adjoining  the  Orrell 
boundary,  v/here  land  has  already  been  acquired  and  a layout  is 
being  prepared.  I sincerely  hope  that  flats  are  not  included 
there,  for  however  cogent  the  arguments  in  their  favour,  they 
are  certainly  not  popular.  Indeed  I fear  some  coercion  may  be 
needed  to  fill  those  already  in  construction. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Houses 

Number  of  new-  erected  dwiring 

the  yeari-  ’ 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  Nil 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  Nil 

(5)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ' 63 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: - 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dw-el ling-houses  inspected 

formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 
(under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts). 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal 
made  for  the  p^urpose 

2.  Diwelling-houses  ijinfit  for  h-iuman  habitation  and 
not  capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being 
rendered  fit. 

(a)  Number  fo-und  during  the  year 

(b)  Total  nijmber  (or  estimated  nmnber) 
existing  at  end  of  year 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  during  the 
year  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation,  but  capable  of 
being  rendered  fit. 


Flats 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

N lumber 


120 

182 


48 

323 


72 


HOUSES  DEMOLISHED 


Houses  Pi sp lac e d duringyear 
Demolished  Persons  Families 


In  Clearance  iireas? 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  - - 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arrangement,  etc.  - - - 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under 

Section  43(2)  Housing  Act,  1937  - - 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas; 

(4)  is  a result  of  formal  or  informal 
procedure  under  Section  17  (1), 

Housing  Act,  1937.  13  23  14 

(3)  Local  Authority  ov/ned  houses 
certified  lunfit  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  ' _ _ - 

(6)  Houses  ijnfit  for  human  habitation  • 
where  action  has  been  tal^en  under 

local  Acts  - - - 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Unfitness 

Orders  - ~ - 
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HOUSES  DEMOLISHED  (Oontinued) 

Unfit  Houses  Closed;  Number  of 

Displaced 

during  year 

Houses 

Persons 

Pam.ilies 

(1) 

Under  Section  16(4),  17(1) 

and  35(1)?  Housing  Act,  1957.  1 

2 

1 

(2) 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 

Housing  Act,  1957. 

- 

- 

(5) 

Parts  of  buildings  closed  under 
section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

. 

Unfit  Houses  made  fit  and  Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 


By  O.mev  By  Local 
Author! ty 


(1) 

After  informal  action  by  Local 
Authority 

■ 25 

- 

(2) 

After  formal  notice  under 
(a)  Public  Health  Acts 

46 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16 

Housing  Act,  1957 

_ 

(5)  Under  Section  2^'-^  Hoa.sing  A.ct, 
1957 


House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act,  1959  STAi'iDi^D  GRANTS 

Fujiiber  of  Number  of  dwellings' 
Schemes  or  other  buildings 

affected 


Action 

during  year; 

(a) 

Submitted  to  Local  Authority 

15 

15 

(b) 

Approved  by  Local  Authority 

15 

15 

(c) 

Work  completed 

1 

1 

SECTION  E 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

Milk  Supply 

The  number  of  distributors  registered  by  this  Local 
Authority  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  19^9. 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  District  2 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  other 

than  dairies  14 

(c)  Premises  outside  the  district  2 

The  Milk(Special  Designation)'  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations.  1949-54 

Eight  licences  were  issued  to  dealers  in  respect  of  the  sale 
of  “Tuberculin  Tested^  Milk.  The  Lancashire  County  Council 
undertakes  the  responsibility  as  to  the  routine  taking  of  milk 
samples.  No  complaint  was  received  and  no  action  called  for. 
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Meat  and  other  Foods 


Ihere  is  no  local  public  "abbatoir  or  private  slaughterhouse 
and  no  aaimal  for  human  consumption  was  slaughtered  in  the 
district. 

. The  meat  on  sale  in  shops  .and  vehicles  was  insnected 
periodically,  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  followinf-!;  is  a list  of  food  condemned  during;  1959 i- 


Type  of  Food 

Total  quantity 
of  stock  or 

Quantity 

o 

o 

1 

Tin  of  Ox  Tongue 

consignment 
ex  amine  d 

6 lbs. 

6 

lbs . 

2 

Tins  of  Peas 

1 

lb. 

1 

.lb. 

1 

Tin  of  Salmon 

14 

lb. 

]4 

lb. 

2 

Tins  of  Peaches 

214 

lbs. 

2/2 

lbs . 

1 

Tin  of  Fruit  Salad 

214 

lbs . 

272 

lbs . 

2 

Tins  of  \^/h  eat  sheaf  Milk 

1 

lb. 

1 

lb. 

5 

Tins  of  Be.ans 

1 

lb. 

1 

lb. 

2 

Tins  of  Corned  Beef 

12 

lbs . 

12 

lbs . 

1 

Tin  of  Boiled  Ham 

1 

lb. 

1 

lb. 

Cond.emned  food  was  bijiried  at  Winstanley  Tip,  Winstanley 
Road,  Billinge. 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  to  1957?  are  intended  to 
strengthen  the  powers  of  local  authorities  in  securing  higher 
standards  of  food  hygiene  throughout  the  food  and  catering 
industries,  and  thereby  help  in  reducing  the  incidence  of  food 
borne  disease.  It,  is.  true  to,  say  that  these  Regulations  in 
themselves  will  never  achieve  maximum  effect  unless  the  public 
also  play  its  part. 


Practically  all  food  premises  and  the  vehicles  of  food 
hawkers  and  itinerant  vendors  of  ice-cream  in  the  district 
have  been  inspected  and  assessed  in  comparison  with  the  various 
requirements  of  The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955 > and,  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  progress  in  implementing  the  requirements  of 
the  Regulations  was  well  advanced. 

.Only  two  shops  remained  under  the  standard  required  by  the 
Regulations,  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  deal' with  the 
complaints.  A notable  feature  has  been  the  general  improvement 
of  the  structural  condition  of  shops  since  the  Regulations  came 
into  force,  and  we  have  now  two  self-serve  shops  in  the  area. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  diseases 'r 


Measles  was  the  predominent  infectious  disease  prevailing 
in  epedemic  form  in  Billinge  Chapel  End  including  the  Greenfield 
Home  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Other  infectious 
diseases  were  of  infrequent  occurrence  and  sporadic  incidence. 
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Prevalence  of  emd  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  diseases*. 

~~  (Continued. ) 

Immunisation  by  Triple  Antigen  against  Diphtheria, 

Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  ims  af^forded  to  70  pre-school  children ^ 
while  50  school  children  received  the  re-inforcing  injection. 

The  improved  response  with  respect  to  smallpox  vaccina  171  on 
was  also  maintained,  51  pre-school  children  and  2 school  children 
being  so  treated.  ' Much- of  the- credit  for  this  is  due  to  the 
influence  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  Poliomyelitis  campaign  however  remained  predominent  to 
an  even  greater  degree  than  last  year.  The  primary  treatment 
was  given  to  95  pre-school  children  and  J)16  school  children. 

The  reinforcing  dose  to  107  pre-school  children  and  352 _ school 
children.  Most  of  this  work  is  done  at  the  County  Clinics,  but 
general  practitioners  have  co-operated  where  desired,  the 
material  being  readily  supplied  from  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer's  store. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISkAohS  (other  than  Tuherculosis) 

DURING  THE  YEiiR  1959  (AFTER  CORRECTIONS) 


•p 


NOTIFIABLE' 

DISEASES 


Scarlet  fever 


Measles  (exc. 
rubella) 


Whooping  cough 


Pijierperal 

Pyrexia 


Erysipelas 
Food  Poisoning 


Gastro 

Enteritis 


TOTALS 
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10 
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Acute  pne^amonia 
prim,  and 
influenzal 


1 - 


1 - 


42  - 


TOTAL  Cases  notified 


AGE  PERIODS 


YE/iRS 


0 1 2 3 4 5 10  15  25  45 
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1 - 


1 - 
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HOSPITALS 
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removed  ’ Hospital 
: to  of  Parsar 

Hospital-  belongii 
to  the 
Districi 


DISINFECTION  AFTER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  ^ 

The  method  employed  with  regard  to  premises  is  fumigations  with 
formaldehyde  gas.  No  occasion  of  this  kind  arose.  Fomites 
disinfested  in  the  autoclave  by  steam. 


Tuberculosis 


Fo  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  m^ilk  trade)  or  under 
section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosi 
The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area  is  efficient,  there 
being  no  instance  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  death. 

Three  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the 
year,  compared  with  one  case  last  year. 


Pactories  and  Vi/orkshops 

There  was  no  offence  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937?  during  the 
year  under  reviews  The  Public  Health  Inspector,  v/orking  in 
liaison  vdth  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  maintained  effective 
supervision  of  local  factories  and  workshops  from  the  Public 
Health  aspect. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  factories  and  w’orkshops 
operating  in  the  district  during  1959°- 


Collieries  5 
Opencast  Mining  Plant  Depot  1 
Stone  Quarries  2 
Boot  and  Clog  Repairing  2 
Brickworks  2 
Joinery  A 
Government  Radar  Station  1 
Opencast  Mining  Site  1 


We  are , 

Your  obedient  servants, 

J.  S.  MATHER, 

B/Iedical  Officer  of  Health. 
C.  BROWN, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 


